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Two Questions
“..if Christ has not bean raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith." 1

Corinthians 15:14

The two questions we have to address on this day—Easter, the Feast of the
Resurrection—is: {1) whether it is true that Jesus actually, physically, bodily rose
from the dead; and (2] whal that means for the likes of you and me.

First, did Jesus really rise from the dead? | really believe thal reasonable
people of good will can have a difference of opinion on that account. Certainly, |
believe that the Mew Testament writers are credible wilnesses. | love the detail that
John gives that smack of eyewitness testimony. Charles Colson said that if twelve
men during the Watergate scandal couldn't keep a secret for three weeks, how in the
world could these twelve disciples of Jesus keap a lie about Jesus rising from the
dead is absolutely impossible in our everyday experience with people.

Of course, if you reject the nation outright that someong—anyone—could actually
rise from the dead, then it follows that vou will reject the resurrection of Jesus as a
lie. But remove the bias against miracles (or call it “having a worldview that states
that miraches simply don't occur™), then the testimony of those early disciples is really
quite believable.

Second, If Jesus did rise from the dead, then what does that mean for you
and me? Everything. Noted Anglican bishop and New Testament scholar N.T. Wiright
Wrote:

“You see, the bodily resurmection of Jesus isn't a take-if-or-leave-if thing, as though
some Christians are welcome lo believe if and others are welcome not fo believe it
Take it away, and the whole picture is totally different. Take it away, and Kar Marx
was probably right to accuse Christianity of ignoring the problems of the material
world. Take it away, and Sigmund Freud was probably right o say that Christianity is
a wish-fulfilment religion. Take i away, and Friedrich Nietzsche was probably right fo
say that Christianily was a refigion for wimps. Put it back, and you have a faith that
can take on the postmodarm world that looks to Marx, Freud and Metzsche as s
propheds, and you can beat tham at their own game with the Easter news that the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men.”

If Jesus diid rise from the dead, then we are not just animals that are a litthe higher
on the evolutionary scale. The sin and brokenness and somow of this world are not
the final answer. The final answer is God's victory over death, and this day is the
proclamation of God's victory over death and life.



